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Sharon Ortiz has been active member of The Florida Council for the Social Studies for over eight 
years and has served on the board since the spring of 2014, representing District 14.  As a board 
member, she has worked with the endowment committee to secure a $1000 grant to the St Lucie 
County Historical Museum.  The grant will be used to integrate lessons in the classroom to 
increase students’ background knowledge before their official visit to the Historical Museum.  
This will help to increase depth of understanding and prospective of the local history during their 
visit.   Sharon is also helping to increase membership and awareness of FCSS by the creation of 
the local council, The Treasure Coast Council of the Social Studies.  The TCCSS is in the 
process of planning three to five events that will promote the Social Studies on the Treasure 
Coast.  Before becoming a member of the board, Sharon received the honor of The 2012 FCSS 
Social Studies Teacher of the Year for Saint Lucie County. 

Sharon Ortiz is Teacher Leader for St Lucie County Public Schools.  As a Teacher Leader, 
Sharon helps in the creation and development of the county’s Scope and Sequence.  She acts as a 
liaison between the district initiatives and the needs of the classroom teacher.  In addition to 
teaching AP, ESOL, and On-level classes, Sharon is also the Social Studies Department Chair at 
Fort Pierce Central High School. FPCHS is a Title 1 school that has had a 30 point increase in 
the graduation rate since Sharon started teaching in 2007.  At the school level, Sharon helps 
mentor new teachers, run professional development to increase rigor and engagement in the 
classroom, and bring in new tools and technology to promote learning. In addition, Sharon is the 
History Fair Coordinator but most importantly she is an advocate for the Social Studies.  As soon 
as the school year ends, Sharon travels to Salt Lake City as a Reader for the AP World History 
Exam under the direction of Educational Testing Services and the College Board.  

In the community, Sharon Ortiz has been an active member of Lions International for almost 20 
years and serves as treasurer in her local club.  Sharon brought Social Studies to the Lions by 
encouraging the club to sponsor the Fort Pierce Central High School Annual History Fair. The 
Fort Pierce Lions Club is also active in preserving the local history.  The Fort Pierce Lions are 
working with the City of Pierce to restore ‘Old Fort Park,’ a historically significant community 
park.  The Fort, long gone, was a supply depot during the Second Seminole War but the site also 
includes an ancient burial mound of the Ais Indians. Last June, Sharon was awarded a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship, named after the founder of the Lions, for her exemplary service to the club and 
the community in which it serves.   This award is the highest form of recognition and embodies 
humanitarian ideas consistent with the nature and purpose of Lionism.   

 


